Northern Renaissance Art

Flemish Art 1400-1650



Historic Context:

1337-1453--
Hundred Years War between Britain and France

1456—
Gutenberg develops the printing press and publishes the Bible.

1492--

Columbus sails the ocean blue

1517—
Martin Luther post 95 theses—beginning of the Protestant Reformation

1534—
Henry VIII founds the Church of England

1545-1563--
Council of Trent; Inquisition established to condemn heretics

1572--

Dutch war of liberation from the Spanish

1588--

Spanish Armada defeated by the British

1594-1613--
Shakespeare and Elizabethan England

Ideas:


Secularization of culture leads to new subject matters


Protestant Reformation leads to new interpretation of Christian themes.


Growth of market economies allows for capitalism, banking and urbanization


Invention of oil painting
Patrons of the Arts:


The Church


The court of the Duke of Burgundy—with ties to the Medici


Holy Roman Emperor


Wealthy Flemish merchants


The aristocracy

Art Works:

1416
Limbourg Brothers

1430
Jan (and Herbert) Van Eyck

Man in a Red Turban

1432





Ghent Altarpiece

1434





Giovani Arnolfini and his Bride

1435
Van der Weyden


Deposition

1448





Last Judgement Altarpiece

1476
van der Goes



Portinari Altarpiece

1500
Hieronymus Bosch


Garden of Earthly Delights
1525
Albrecht Durer


Knight, Death and the Devil, Four Apostles
1533
Holbein the Younger


Henry VIII other portraits

1565
Bruegel the Elder


Triumph of Death, Hunters in the Snow

Vocabulary:

Impasto
woodcuts
wood block prints
etching

incising
engraving
triptych


