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High Renaissance—16th Century Study Guide



Historic Context:


1454

Fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks


1494

Medici exiled from Florence


1506

New St. Peter’s commissioned by Pope Julius II


1517

Protestant Reformation begins in German States.


1527

Sack of Rome by the French and Spanish troops.


1534

Henry VIII founds the Church of England.

Concepts:


Rome becomes the “New Athens”—cultural center of the Renaissance.


Ambitious Popes—Leo and Julius--political as well as cultural influence.


Artist is still the genius/hero


Art as a metaphor for ambitions of the patrons


Monumental scale—sculptural programs, paintings, architecture


Sack of Rome ends Rome’s “golden age.”
Works of art/architecture

Raphael


School of Athens, Pope Leo, Madonna and Child

Leonardo da Vinci

Sketches, Last Supper, Virgin of the Rocks, Mona Lisa

Michelangelo


David, Moses, Pieta, Sistine Chapel, Last Judgment,        




St. Peter’s, Prisoners

Bramante


St. Peter’s plan, Villa Rotunda

Vocabulary:
Façade

Pilasters

Moldings

Contrapposto

Rusticated

Motifs

Loggia

Sfumato

Spandrels

Balustrade

Chiaroscuro

Central plan

Reformation

Counter Reformation

Elongated

Contortion

Obscure

Juxtapositions

Distortions

Exaggerated

Sack of Rome

Rotunda

Piazza

villa

pieta


deposition



annunciation



nativity



foreshortening



Humanism



individualism



classicism


cartoon

