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Gothic Art Study Guide



Historic Context

1. Paris becomes the center for Gothic art/architecture--Scholasticism

2. Growing importance of the “cult of the virgin” (churches built to notre dame)

3. Cities grow and power shifts from monasteries to urban bishops.

4. Feudal society replaced by kings—taxation, central governments=stability.

Characteristics of Gothic Style

1. Choir, ambulatory, radiating chapels become unified open space—interior walls dissolve.

2. Rib-groin vaulting carries the weight of roof structure 

3. Stained glass windows replace heavy walls of Romanesque style.  Clerestory lighting fills interior space—divine light.

4. Pointed arch transfers more weight from above vertically, reducing outward thrust of vaulting (i.e. taller and narrower style)

5. Flying buttresses transfer weight of walls and roof to exterior of Gothic cathedral.

Vocabulary

apsidal chapels
arcades


archivolts

bar tracery

battlements

buon fresco

buttress piers

choirs

clerestory

column statue 

corbels


crenellations


crossing

drawbridge

engaged

finials



flying buttress

grisaille

groin vault

jambs


lancets


Latin-cross

nave


oculi



parapets

portal

 
porticullis

vault



retablo


rose window

stockade

triforium


triptych

turrets


tympanum

sanctuary

transept

triforium

trumeau

Cathedrals



Two Dimensional Works/Artists

Notre Dame



Book of Hours

Chartres



Shrine of the Three Kings


Royal Portals


altarpieces


Rose window


Duccio’s Maesta Altarpiece


Stained glass


Allegory of Good gov’t . . .

Sainte-Chapelle


Psalter of Saint Louis

Amien




Pisano

English Gothic


Giotto—Arena Chapel

Spanish Gothic


Cimabue

Saint Denis



Ekkehard and Uta—Jamb Statues

Reims




Martini’s Annunciation
