Allen/AP Art History 2006


Egyptian Art

CONTEXT


Geographic isolation: continuous traditions and homogenous culture


Economic Security:  agricultural society—security in the Nile.


Religious traditions:  Pharoh=son of a god.  Resistance to change/stability


Hierarchical Society:  Power of the state=collective aversion to change


Geology:  Lots of stone=permanence in architecture


Belief in afterlife:  funerary traditions, elaborate tombs, etc

WORKS OF ART


Palette of Narmer



c. 3168 BCE

Old Kingdom


Stepped Pyramid of King Zoser


c.  2750 BCE


Pyramids at Giza



c. 2500 BCE




Seated Statue of Khafre



c. 2500 BCE


Menkaure and his Quieen


c. 2500 BCE


Mortuary Temple of Queen Hatshepsut

c. 1400 BCE

New Kingdom


Hatshepsut (seated figure)


c. 1400 BCE


Temple at Karnak



c. 1250 BCE


Akhenaten (various works)


c. 1330 BCE

Amarna Per.


Nefertiti




c. 1330 BCE.


Temple of Ramses II



c. 1225 BCE


VOCAULARY

Ka

hierarchical

canon/canon of proportions

ben-ben

Fetish stone
convention

obelisk

monotheism

iconoclast

Imhotep
Akhenaten

Amarna Period

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNIQUES

Cardinal points of the compass
axis

Pyramids:  
mastaba

stone courses

valley temple

mortuary temple
causeway
sphinx

corbelled arch/corbelling


Temples:
clerestory
hypostyle hall

colonnade
pylon

engaged columns
post and lintel construction

plan/elevation


Post: column (capital)

shaft (fluting)

base (of column)


Lintel: entablature

limestone

Sculpture:  negative relief/positive relief

diorite

granite

slate


Painting:  fresco secco technique
twisted perspective
hierarchical ordering

IDEAS

1. Context of the Old Kingdom pyramids and New Kingdom temples.

2. How is the context of hierarchy expressed in the design of New Kingdom temples?

3. Why is there very little change of style in Egyptian art and architecture?

4. Why did the Egyptians follow a strict canon of proportions and strict conventions in  painting human forms?

5. Explain how context determines function and how function determines style in Egyptian tomb sculpture, painting, and architecture.

6. Why did Egyptian painters concentrate on conceptual reality rather than optical reality?

