Chapter Nine Textbook Terms & Questions

AP World History

Directions: Describe the following key terms, concepts, and individuals in your notes of Chapter 9.

The Chapter in Perspective

Beginning around 500 B.C.E. India developed a classical society with political, religious, and social features that would continue to influence the subcontinent for centuries.  The creation of two new religions, Buddhism and Jainism, and the continuing evolution of a third, the older Hinduism, left India with an astonishingly complex religious landscape.  The caste system ensured a well-defined social structure, but even in this area developments in trade and industry threatened the traditional hierarchy.  India unified for the first time, but centralized government proved fleeting and the Indians were unable to leave a political legacy to match the religious one.  Nevertheless, the Mauryans, under Chandragupta Maurya and Ashoka Maurya, and the Guptas, under Chandra Gupta II, created powerful and influential states.  Works such as the Mahabharata, the Ramayana, and the Bhagavad Gita were representative of one of the great cultural flowerings in world history.

Terms and Concepts

Kingdom of Magadha

White Huns

Caste

Bactria

Jainism

Buddhism

Gupta dynasty

Hinduism

People

Chandragupta Maurya

Vardhamana Mahavira

Ashoka

Siddharta Gautama

Chandra Gupta

Kanishka

Short Answer Questions:

1. In what ways was India influenced by outsiders during this period?  In turn, how did India influence the rest of the world and especially Asia?

2. Examine Chandragupta Maurya’s effort to unify India. What steps did he take?  What factors helped make this process possible?

3. Examine the reign of Ashoka Maurya. In what ways was his reign the high point of Mauryan rule? How did he change India and Asia religiously?

4. Look at the picture on page 221. What could this picture tell us about the status of women during the Gupta period? Discuss this picture in regard to the Indian concept of kama.

5. Read the passage on page 234 from the Bhagavad Gita. Krishna speaks to Arjuna, “Having regard to your own duty, you ought not to falter, for there is nothing better for a kshatriya than a righteous battle.” What Hindu concept does this comment represent? How would this concept be different from Jainism or even Daoism?
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