Unit 2: Early Civilizations

Chapter 4 Study Guide


Pre-AP World History

Historical Terms and Concepts to Know

*Who, what, where, why, when, how, so what?

1. Arayans-

2. Harappans
3. semi-precious stones

4. sewage systems

5. ecological degradation

6. Vedas, Rig Veda, Vedic Age

7. Republic

8. administrators

9. Varna

10. Brahmins

11. Kshatriyas
12. Vaishyas

13. Shudras

14. Caste

15. Jati

16. Varuna

17. Social mobility

18. Sati (suttee)

19. Ritual sacrifices

20. Dravidians

21. Upanishads

22. Braham

23. Samsara

24. Karma

25. Moksha

26. Ascetic, asceticism

27. Indo-European

28. Indra

Study Questions:

1. Why is so little known about the Harappan society? What is it that we do know about the nature of that society?

2. How do historians and archeologists explain the decline of the Harappan culture?

3. How were the Indo-European migrants different from the cultures that already existed in India?

4. Trace the origins of the caste system, making sure to include a discussion of varna and jati.

5. Discuss the nature of patriarchy in early Indian societies. What is the Lawbook of Manu and how does it relate to gender roles?

6. What are the Vedas and what do they teach us about early Indian societies?

7. What are the fundamental religious teachings of the Upanishads?

8. How did the religious beliefs as expressed in the Upanishads dovetail with the social order during the Vedic age?

9. In what ways did the religion of the Upanishads include an ethical system?

10. Examine the section from the Rig Veda on the division of Purusha on page 98. What does this tell us about the creation and nature of the different castes? How does the excerpt from the Rig Veda reflect the importance of the caste system in ancient India? How did this original concept change over the centuries?

11. Look at the aerial view of the city of Mohenjo-Daro on page 91. What features of the city are most noticeable? What can the remains of a city such as this one tell the modern viewer about the political or social world of its builders?
12. How did the Dravidian and Aryan cultures blend during this period?

13. What were the advantages of the caste system to the development of Indian societies during this time period? Why do you believe this system managed to persist for millennia?

14. The religious beliefs of this period emerged as a result of the blending of Aryan and Dravidian traditions and significant developments in the later Vedic age. These beliefs were the underpinnings of the Hindu religion, which is still the most prevalent religion of the Indian subcontinent. What aspects of this belief system make it so appealing to people? How did it both reflect and support other social institutions?

