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Baroque Art Study Guide:  17th Century 



Italian Baroque--Context:

Counter Reformation—resurgence of the Catholic Church.

Jesuits sent out into the “New World” to make converts.

Art serves to reinforce the power of the church.

Rome is the cultural center.

Style:

Motion, “the decisive moment”, action, emotion, drama, light.

Heavy, gaudy, weighty—lots of gold and black!!

Works of Art:

Bernini


David, St. Teresa in Ecstasy, St. Peter’s

Borromini

architecture—San Carlo, etc.

Caravaggio

Conversion of St. Paul, Calling of St. Matthew, David and Goliath

Gentileschi

Judith and Holfernes, Self Portrait

Spanish Baroque:  Context


1.  The Spanish crown controlled many territories in Italy, as well North Africa 
and the Americas.


2.  Charles V and Phillip II were the main rulers—they both commissioned works to solidify their status.


3.  In 1588 the British fleet defeats the Spanish Armada beginning the decline of Spanish power in Europe.


4.  After Phillip’s death the churrigueresque style replaces the austere style he preferred.

Works of Art:

Toledo and Herrera

Palace at El Escorial

El Greco



Burial of Count Orgaz, View of Toledo, etc.

Velasquez


Las Meninas, The Water Carrier of Seville

Baroque style in France and England:  Aristocratic baroque

Absolutism—the Divine right of Kings in France.

Limited monarchy in England—the Parliament holds the political power

The King and the court become the principal patrons.

Works of Art:

Perrault


The Louvre

Le Vau and Mansart

Palace at Versailles

Peter Paul Rubens

Henry IV receiving the portrait of Marie de Medici,





The Rape of the Daughters of Leucippus

Nicholas Poussin

The Rape of the Sabine Women

Inigo Jones


Banqueting House at Whitehall

Christopher Wren

St. Paul’s Cathedral, Hampten Court Palace

Bourgeois Baroque Style:  Flemish 
Context:

Amsterdam is the cultural center.

1648—Dutch gain their independence from Spain.  They embrace Calvinist Protestantism.

Dutch East India Company—prominent in trade—large middle class.

Middle class artists—they do not rely on the court or the church as their patrons.

Types of paintings include history scenes, genre scenes, landscapes, still-lifes, portraiture, corporation paintings (group portraits)

Works of art:
Rembrandt


The Night Watch, Return of the Prodigal, Self Portraits, Saskia series

Judith Leyster


Self Portrait

Franz Hals


Various works

Jacob van Ruisdael

View of Haarlam


Jan Vermeer


Woman with a Balance, The Concert, The Cartographer, etc

Mannerism and the Venetian Renaissance: Late 16th Century



Context:
1517

Martin Luther breaks from the Catholic Church

1527

Charles V invades Italian city states—Rome sacked—religious wars abound in Europe

1523

Ottoman Turks take over Constantinople

1550

Counter Reformation and the establishment of the Inquisition

1543

Copernicus publishes his On the Revolution of Planets and their Orbits.  




New scientific ideas challenge the traditional teachings of the church.  




Man is not the center of the universe.

Mannerism:
Hallmarks:
exaggerated, twisted or elongated forms, affected, personal interpretation of the “rules”, 



Artificial, gets away from the Renaissance ideal of unity.

Artists/Architects:

	Pontormo

Parmigiano

Bronzino

Florentino

Cellini

Bologna

Romano
	Motion

Distortion

Self Conscious

Unbalanced Compositions

Interlocking figures

Drama

Shocking


